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Planning, undertaking and completing a research project –
from dissertations to presentations - can be a daunting
undertaking for any student, involving a number of easily
taken mis-steps for those without adequate guidance. The
objective of any research project is to gather data, analyse it
based on your research question and present your findings
and conclusions. For students, having the right approach to
these steps can mean the difference between an easily
handled process resulting in a well argued and presented
project, or panicked flailing, misdirection and confusion. For
those fearful of not getting enough research done, doing it the
wrong way, putting it together incorrectly, or unsure of what
the end result will be, then Understanding Research is an
invaluable guide to getting it right and putting fears to bed.
Successfully completing a research project is a major
milestone in most university degrees, and it should be
daunting – although not unassailable. This book provides
students with the guidance necessary to start, undertake and
present their research project in social science or the
humanities. This text addresses: Where do I start? How do I
begin my research and pull it together into a research
question? - takes the student through the process of project
design, starting research and gaining confidence in their
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explores the decision making process at all points of a
research project and the implications of these decisions in the
longer term Am I researching in the right way – should I be
conducting interviews, reading articles or collecting statistical
data? - outlines the practical and philosophical conundrums
around specific techniques for gathering and analysing data
Focussed explicitly on the needs and experiences of students
and including a wealth of practical tips, this work is an
essential resource for all students embarking on a research
project. Understanding Research includes: 90 illustrations 2
tables 21 text boxes Glossary Further Reading guides for
each chapter
Well-organized and well-referenced, this book gives a clear
presentation of heuristic methodology as a systematic form of
qualitative research. Investigators of human experiences will
find this book invaluable as a research guide. The author
illustrates how heuristic concepts and processes form
components of the research design and become the basis for
a methodology. There is a clear explanation of how heuristic
inquiry works in practice and the actual process of conducting
a human science investigation is described in detail.
Focusing on research designs for projects that collect both
qualitative and quantitative data, this practical book discusses
strategies for bringing qualitative and quantitative methods
together so that their combined strengths accomplish more
than is possible with a single method. The approach is
broadly interdisciplinary, reflecting the interest in mixed
methods research of social scientists from anthropology,
communication, criminal justice, education, evaluation,
nursing, organizational behavior, psychology, political
science, public administration, public health, sociology, social
work, and urban studies. In contrast to an "anything goes"
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must pay even more attention to research design than single
method approaches. The book’s practical emphasis on
mixed methods makes it useful both to active researchers
and to students who intend to pursue such a career.
Sharp and focused, this book provides the need-to-know
information on how to design and implement a good, high
quality research project. Oriented around real-world
application, it emphasizes the aspects of research most
relevant to conducting practice-based research. Assuming no
prior knowledge, but appropriate for experienced learners, it
builds knowledge at a sustainable pace. It offers readers: - A
no frills guide to methodology and the theory of conducting
research - Strategies for communicating complex ideas Insight into common impact-driven methods like action
research, case study, and mixed methods - Ways to develop
systematic research projects within the boundaries of
everyday working life - Ample opportunities to test and apply
newfound knowledge. With streamlined advice tailored
specifically to support research in professional contexts, this
book is the essential toolkit every researcher who is
embarking on a practice-led project needs.
Although the topic of e-commerce has been very widely
discussed and researched, it is not often discussed in terms
of its affect on leadership and management structures.
Electronic Commerce and Organizational Leadership:
Perspectives and Methodologies investigates the ways in
which e-commerce not only affects daily business operations,
but more specifically, it focuses on how e-commerce has a
great influence on administrative hierarchy and leadership.
This unique publication highlights these issues within higher
education institutions, but more specifically, in historically
black colleges and universities. Researchers and
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investigation of information technology, e-commerce, and its
impacts will find this book valuable.
Master the essential skills for designing and conducting a
successful research project Essentials of Research Design
and Methodology contains practical information on how to
design and conduct scientific research in the behavioral and
social sciences. This accessible guide covers basic to
advanced concepts in a clear, concrete, and readable style.
The text offers students and practitioners in the behavioral
sciences and related disciplines important insights into
identifying research topics, variables, and methodological
approaches. Data collection and assessment strategies,
interpretation methods, and important ethical considerations
also receive significant coverage in this user-friendly guide.
Essentials of Research Design and Methodology is the only
available resource to condense the wide-ranging topics of the
field into a concise, accessible format for handy and quick
reference. As part of the Essentials of Behavioral Science
series, this book offers a thorough review of the most relevant
topics in research design and methodology. Each concise
chapter features numerous callout boxes highlighting key
concepts, bulleted points, and extensive illustrative material,
as well as "Test Yourself" questions that help you gauge and
reinforce your grasp of the information covered.
This publication is designed to provide Master and PhD
students with a concise introduction to conducting research in
organisations. The aim is to impart knowledge for making the
appropriate methodological choices and to give readers a
practical guide to designing and executing a research. Over
fifty concrete examples, exercises, discussions and short
case studies give a good illustration of the practice of
research so to enhance the understanding of the application
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key methodological terms, ideas and notions that has been
incorporated. Also, various checklists are provided to help
students structure their research activities and reflect on key
issues and choices that need to be made. Finally, more
fundamental theoretical, ontological and epistemological
issues and debates are touched upon and discussed in the
footnotes.
This book deals with methodological issues in the field of
management and industrial engineering. It aims to answer the
following questions that researchers face every time they look
to develop their research: How can we design a research
project? What kind of paradigm should we follow? Should we
develop a qualitative / phenomenological research or a
quantitative / positivistic one? What technics for data
collections can we use? Should we use the entire population
or a sample? What kind of sampling techniques can we
have? This book provides discussion and the exchange of
information on principles, strategies, models, techniques,
applications and methodological options possible to develop
in research in management and industrial engineering. It
communicates the latest developments and thinking on the
research methodologies subject in the different areas,
worldwide. It seeks cultural and geographic diversity in
studies highlighting research methodologies that can be used
in these different study areas. This book has a special
interest in research on important issues that transcend the
boundaries of single academic subjects. It presents
contributions that challenge the paradigms and assumptions
of individual disciplines or functions, with chapters grounded
in conceptual and / or empirical literature. The main aim of
this book is to provide a channel of communication to
disseminate knowledge between academics and researchers,
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for academics, researchers, managers, engineers, and other
professionals in related matters with research methodologies.
Contributors have identified the theoretical and practical
implications of their methodological options to the
development and improvement of their different study and
research areas.

Qualitative research is designed to explore the
human elements of a given topic, while specific
qualitative methods examine how individuals see
and experience the world. Qualitative approaches
are typically used to explore new phenomena and to
capture individuals' thoughts, feelings, or
interpretations of meaning and process. Such
methods are central to research conducted in
education, nursing, sociology, anthropology,
information studies, and other disciplines in the
humanities, social sciences, and health sciences.
Qualitative research projects are informed by a wide
range of methodologies and theoretical frameworks.
The SAGE Encyclopedia of Qualitative Research
Methods presents current and complete information
as well as ready-to-use techniques, facts, and
examples from the field of qualitative research in a
very accessible style. In taking an interdisciplinary
approach, these two volumes target a broad
audience and fill a gap in the existing reference
literature for a general guide to the core concepts
that inform qualitative research practices. The
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data coding, research ethics, the role of theory in
qualitative research, and much more—all without
overwhelming the informed reader. Key Features
Defines and explains core concepts, describes the
techniques involved in the implementation of
qualitative methods, and presents an overview of
qualitative approaches to research Offers many
entries that point to substantive debates among
qualitative researchers regarding how concepts are
labeled and the implications of such labels for how
qualitative research is valued Guides readers
through the complex landscape of the language of
qualitative inquiry Includes contributors from various
countries and disciplines that reflect a diverse
spectrum of research approaches from more
traditional, positivist approaches, through
postmodern, constructionist ones Presents some
entries written in first-person voice and others in thirdperson voice to reflect the diversity of approaches
that define qualitative work Key Themes Approaches
and Methodologies Arts-Based Research, Ties to
Computer Software Data Analysis Data Collection
Data Types and Characteristics Dissemination
History of Qualitative Research Participants
Quantitative Research, Ties to Research Ethics
Rigor Textual Analysis, Ties to Theoretical and
Philosophical Frameworks The SAGE Encyclopedia
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practitioners, researchers, consultants, and
consumers of information across the social sciences,
humanities, and health sciences, making it a
welcome addition to any academic or public library.
This book is an introduction to research methodology
intended to be used by students of undergraduate
and post graduate courses and those seeking clarity
and an understanding of the key terminology used in
research. The handbook will provide the reader with
the basic framework and summary of basic research
principles and techniques. This book has been
written in simple language with examples to
elucidate the underlying concepts, terms, language
of research, paradigms of research, types of
research, research methods, sampling, data and
measurement, data collection methods and report
writing. The author has used a practical approach to
the principles of research to make it easier for the
reader to understand, apply and select the
paradigms of research, research methods and
research methodology applicable to their research.
This book endeavours to make research easy to
understand and apply to all readers.
This monograph focuses on the level of
management culture development in organizations
attempting to disclose it not only with the help of
theoretical insights but also by the approach based
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literature selected for the analysis? We are quite
often faced with problems of terminology. Especially,
it often happens in the translation from one language
to another. While preparing this monograph, the
authors had a number of questions on how to
decouple the management culture from
organization's culture and from organizational
culture, how to separate management culture from
managerial culture, etc. However, having analysed a
variety of scientific research, it appeared that there is
no need to break down the mentioned cultures
because they still overlap. Therefore, it is impossible
to completely separate the management culture from
the formal or informal part of organizational culture.
Management culture inevitably exists in every
organization, only its level of development may vary.
A comprehensive text on research methods in social
and cultural anthropology, covering tools, counting
and sampling, fieldwork and research design.
Originally published by Harper & Row, 1970.
Researchers, historians, and philosophers of science
have debated the nature of scientific research in
education for more than 100 years. Recent
enthusiasm for "evidence-based" policy and practice
in educationâ€"now codified in the federal law that
authorizes the bulk of elementary and secondary
education programsâ€"have brought a new sense of
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teaching, learning, and schooling. Scientific
Research in Education describes the similarities and
differences between scientific inquiry in education
and scientific inquiry in other fields and disciplines
and provides a number of examples to illustrate
these ideas. Its main argument is that all scientific
endeavors share a common set of principles, and
that each fieldâ€"including education
researchâ€"develops a specialization that accounts
for the particulars of what is being studied. The book
also provides suggestions for how the federal
government can best support high-quality scientific
research in education.
Mixed Methods Research: A Guide to the Field by
Vicki L. Plano Clark and Nataliya V. Ivankova is a
practical book that introduces a unique socioecological framework for understanding the field of
mixed methods research and its different
perspectives. Based on the framework, it addresses
basic questions including: What is the mixed
methods research process? How is mixed methods
research defined? Why is it used? What designs are
available? How does mixed methods research
intersect with other research approaches? What is
mixed methods research quality? How is mixed
methods shaped by personal, interpersonal, and
social contexts? By focusing on the topics,
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scholars, and researchers identify, understand, and
participate in these conversations to inform their own
research practice. Mixed Methods Research is
Volume 3 in the SAGE Mixed Methods Research
Series.
Understanding and Evaluating Research: A Critical
Guide aims to sensitize students to the necessity of
learning how not to defer to the mysterious authority
of the experts, but rather to learn how to be a critical
consumer of others' research, and to gain
confidence in their ability to be producers of
research. Sue McGregor shows students how to be
research literate, and how to find, critique and apply
other people's scholarship. This textbook is
grounded in a solid understanding of the prevailing
research methodologies for creating new knowledge
(philosophical underpinnings), which in turn dictate
problem posing, theory selection, and research
methods (tasks for sampling, collecting and
analyzing data, and reporting results).
Business and Management Research combines the
philosophy and practicalities of research into one
accessible volume. Three popular approaches are
demonstrated through case studies and reliable
mental models, providing readers with applied
knowledge - a crucial advantage when undertaking
high profile projects. Key Features: • Detailed
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point to a research project • Case studies
demonstrate the concepts and methodologies of
research • Strong focus on methodology, a central
aspect of successful research design
A Research Primer for the Social and Behavioral
Sciences provides an introductory but
comprehensive overview of the research process
that primarily concerns human subjects. This book
discusses the methods of acquiring knowledge,
importance of a well-chosen problem, review of the
literature, and relationship between theory-building
and hypothesis-testing. The common sources of
invalidity in practice, non-experimental research
types, Stevens' classification of scales, and
estimation based on probabilistic sampling are also
elaborated. This text likewise covers the role of
computer in research, techniques for analysis of
data, univariate and bivariate statistics, and
assumptions underlying analysis of variance. Other
topics include the canonical correlation analysis, nonparametric analysis of variance, deterministic
problem analysis techniques, and common errors in
presentation of findings. This publication is intended
for novice investigators in the broad category of
social and behavioral sciences.
Data management technology is rapidly progressing,
and with it comes the need for stricter rules that
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Ethical Management of Data is an essential resource
that examines the best approaches for providing
quality research, as well as how to effectively
manage that information in a reputable way.
Featuring extensive research on relevant topics such
as qualitative data collection, data sharing, data
misinterpretation, and intellectual property, this
scholarly publication is an ideal reference source for
academicians, students, and researchers interested
in current trends and techniques in ethical research
and data management.
The book approaches research from a perspective
different from that taken in other educational
research textbooks. The goal is to show educators
that the application of research principles can make
them more effective in their job of promoting
learning. The basic point is that we do not have to
stop teaching to do research; research is something
we can do while teaching and if we do good
research, we will do better teaching. This book
includes most of the topics treated in traditional
educational research books, but in a different order
and with a different emphasis. The important content
cons.
A doctoral dissertation is arguably the most
important journey that students will embark upon in
their professional careers, so smart travelers will
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A Proven Map to Success at their fingertips. James
and Slater identify the key places and challenges
that create extra stress during the dissertation
process, and offer effective strategies and tools to
address those challenges and ensure academic
success. Their map walks readers through each step
of the process, including: • determining the research
topic, • choosing appropriate methods, • turning a
hypothesis into a study, • completing a literature
review, • writing and defending a proposal, •
collecting and analyzing data, • writing up the study,
and • ultimately defending the dissertation. Building
on years of experience with doctoral students, the
authors provide a comprehensive, yet easy-to-use
tool that encourages student reflection; includes
student stories, hints, and writing tips; and provides
end-of-chapter checklists and ideas for incorporating
social media. With the proven techniques and
guidance of this indispensable and applied book,
doctoral students will finish their thesis or
dissertation—faster!
This lively, practical text presents a fresh and
comprehensive approach to doing qualitative
research. The book offers a unique balance of theory
and clear-cut choices for customizing every phase of
a qualitative study. A scholarly mix of classic and
contemporary studies from multiple disciplines
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about adaptive ways of designing studies, collecting
data, analyzing data, and reporting findings. Key
aspects of the researcher's craft are addressed,
such as fieldwork options, the five phases of data
analysis (with and without using computer-based
software), and how to incorporate the researcher's
“declarative” and “reflective” selves into a final
report. Ideal for graduate-level courses, the text
includes:* Discussions of ethnography, grounded
theory, phenomenology, feminist research, and other
approaches.* Instructions for creating a study bank
to get a new study started.* End-of-chapter
exercises and a semester-long, field-based project.*
Quick study boxes, research vignettes, sample
studies, and a glossary.* Previews for sections within
chapters, and chapter recaps.* Discussion of the
place of qualitative research among other social
science methods, including mixed methods
research.
This book provides a comprehensive, accessible
guide to social science methodology. In so doing, it
establishes methodology as distinct from both
methods and philosophy. Most existing textbooks
deal with methods, or sound ways of collecting and
analysing data to generate findings. In contrast, this
innovative book shows how an understanding of
methodology allows us to design research so that
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important things in social research (e.g., beliefs,
institutions, interests, practices and social classes)
cannot be observed directly. This book explains how
empirical research can nevertheless be designed to
make sound inferences about their nature, effects
and significance. The authors examine what counts
as good description, explanation and interpretation,
and how they can be achieved by striking intelligent
trade-offs between competing design virtues.
Coverage includes: • why methodology matters; •
what philosophical arguments show us about
inference; • competing virtues of good research
design; • purposes of theory, models and
frameworks; • forming researchable concepts and
typologies; • explaining and interpreting: inferring
causation, meaning and significance; and •
combining explanation and interpretation. The book
is essential reading for new researchers faced with
the practical challenge of designing research.
Extensive examples and exercises are provided,
based on the authors' long experience of teaching
methodology to multi-disciplinary groups. Perri 6 is
Professor of Social Policy in the Graduate School in
the College of Business, Law and Social Sciences at
Nottingham Trent University. Chris Bellamy is
Emeritus Professor of Public Administration in the
Graduate School, Nottingham Trent University.
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This title provides step-by-step directions for how to
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conduct a meta-study, as well as recommendations
Hardcover
for tools and standards for the application of this
approach.
The Essential Guide to Doing Your Research Project
2e is the ultimate companion to successfully
completing your research project. Warm and
pragmatic, it gives you the skills and the confidence
needed to succeed no matter what happens along
the way. The book guides you through every step of
your research project, from getting started to
analysing data and writing up. Each stage is clearly
set out, highlighting best practice and providing
practical tips and down-to-earth advice for actually
doing research. Key features include: Fully
developed companion website including podcasts,
worksheets, examples of real projects and links to
journal articles Chapter summaries Boxed definitions
of key terms Full glossary Suggestions for further
reading Bursting with real world examples and
multidisciplinary case studies, this book addresses
the key questions posed by anyone hoping to
complete a research project. It is the must-have
textbook every student needs. Available with
Perusall—an eBook that makes it easier to prepare
for class Perusall is an award-winning eBook
platform featuring social annotation tools that allow
students and instructors to collaboratively mark up
and discuss their SAGE textbook. Backed by
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learning through collaborative annotation keeps your
students engaged and makes teaching easier and
more effective. Learn more.
Here is a much needed introductory textbook on
empirical research methods for the Humanities.
Especially aimed at students and scholars of
Literature, Applied Linguistics, and Film and Media, it
stimulates readers to reflect on the problems and
possibilities of testing the empirical assumptions and
offers hands-on learning opportunities to develop
empirical studies. It explains a wide range of
methods, from interviews to observation research,
and guides readers through the choices researchers
have to make. It discusses the essence of
experiments, illustrates how studies are designed,
how to develop questionnaires, and helps readers to
collect and analyze data by themselves. The book
presents qualitative approaches to research but
focuses mostly on quantitative methods, detailing the
workings of basic statistics. At the end, the book also
shows how to give papers at international
conferences, how to draft a report, and what is
involved in the preparation of a publishable article.
The Essence of Research MethodologyA Concise
Guide for Master and PhD Students in Management
ScienceSpringer Science & Business Media
Addressing one of the key challenges facing doctoral
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by Linda Dale Bloomberg and Marie Volpe fills a gap
Hardcover
in qualitative literature by offering comprehensive
guidance and practical tools for navigating each step
in the qualitative dissertation journey, including the
planning, research, and writing phases. Blending the
conceptual, theoretical, and practical, the book
becomes a dissertation in action—a logical and
cohesive explanation and illustration of content and
process. The Third Edition maintains key features
that distinguish its unique approach and has been
thoroughly updated and expanded throughout to
reflect and address recent developments in the field.
This book provides an overview of qualitative
research models and their applications in
organization and management studies. Focusing on
the philosophical underpinnings and practical
implications of diverse qualitative methods, this
comprehensive text offers a guided tour of the
options available to qualitative researchers,
highlighting aspects of research design, execution,
and analysis in each tradition. In clear, readable
prose, the author offers insight into the ambiguities,
tensions, and interconnections of diverse qualitative
research traditions without resorting to
oversimplification. The book’s four main sections
include examples and applications specifically
designed for the field of management. Each chapter
is devoted to a specific methodology, describing
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Hardcover
and practical examples will help the reader to
navigate this terrain and generate research that is
both relevant and of high scholarly quality. With its
detailed and easy-to-understand coverage, this will
be the text of choice for students working with
qualitative methods in organization studies,
consumer research, public administration,
information systems, and media and communication
studies. Instructors teaching qualitative approaches
in a research methods course and researchers
wanting to acquaint themselves with non-positivist
traditions will also find this a useful resource.
About the Book: This second edition has been
thoroughly revised and updated and efforts have
been made to enhance the usefulness of the book.
In this edition a new chapter The Computer: Its Role
in Research have been added keeping in view of the
fact tha
Written specifically for students with no previous
experience of research and research methodology,
the Third Edition of Research Methodology breaks
the process of designing and doing a research
project into eight manageable steps and provides
plenty of examples throughout to link theory to the
practice of doing research. The book contains
straightforward, practical guidance on: - Formulating
a research question - Ethical considerations Page 20/26
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Carrying out a literature review - Choosing a
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research design - Selecting a sample - Collecting
Hardcover
and analysing qualitative and quantitative data Writing a research report The third edition has been
revised and updated to include extended coverage
of qualitative research methods in addition to the
existing comprehensive coverage of quantitative
methods. There are also brand new learning
features such as reflective questions throughout the
text to help students consolidate their knowledge.
The book is essential reading for undergraduate and
postgraduate students in the social sciences
embarking on qualitative or quantitative research
projects.
In this volume, Clark Moustakas clearly discusses
the theoretical underpinnings of phenomenology,
based on the work of Husserl and others, and takes
the reader step-by-step through the process of
conducting a phenomenological study. His concise
guide provides numerous examples of successful
phenomenological studies from a variety of fields
including therapy, health care, victimology,
psychology and gender studies. The book also
includes form letters and other research tools to use
in designing and conducting a study.
"Introduction to Educational Research: A Critical
Thinking Approach 2e is an engaging and
informative core text that enables students to think
clearly and critically about the scientific process of
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accessible to all educators and equip them with the
Hardcover
skills to understand and evaluate published
research, the text examines how educational
research is conducted across the major traditions of
quantitative, qualitative, mixed methods, and action
research. The text is oriented toward consumers of
educational research and uses a thinking-skills
approach to its coverage of major ideas"-Research Methodology A Handbook is designed as a short
introduction to the subject. It is eminently practical in nature.
Conceptual issues confusing the research scholar have been
dealt with in a lucid manner. The authors believe that even in
the social sciences the mechanical or quantitative dimension
should precede the sociological dimension. Before the social
scientist begins to deal with verbal categories such as role,
status, institution, etc, he should be in a position to appreciate
the mechanical dimension. Familiarity with the mechanical
dimension makes it possible for the research scholar to
appreciate the fact that even when the dimension is
sociological, the elements of science such as validity and
reproducibility come to the fore. The book is based on
material published over the last hundred years and the
authors believe that the social sciences where cause and
effect can still be separated in experienced time have not
moved much beyond where they were several years ago.
Built environment students are not always familiar with the
range of different research approaches they could be using
for their projects. Whether you are undertaking a
postgraduate doctoral programme or facing an undergraduate
or masters dissertation, this book provides general advice, as
well as 13 detailed case studies from 16 universities in 7
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This book constitutes a valuable manual for young and
seasoned business researchers alike, and provides a
comprehensive summary for the whole research journey. It is
a must-read for all researchers who need to understand the
basics of business research, from identifying research topics,
to planning and organizing the research process, and
selecting the most appropriate methodology for the topic at
hand. This book also provides insights on how to avoid
common pitfalls in business research and outlines the
research skills needed to write a fine piece of research. In
order to capture the innovative element of research, the book
also highlights methods for thinking outside the box. It also
stresses the importance of respecting ethics while conducting
business research. Lastly, it presents important cases and
provides hands-on training for preparing survey tools.
Readers looking to master business research won’t want to
miss out on this unique and insightful book.
'From page one the appeal of the book is evident in the
jargon free, user friendly text. I would not hesitate to
recommend it to other students whatever stage of their
doctorate they have reached.' - Educate Journal Whether you
undertaking a taught doctorate, or a course of study leading
to a PhD, Succeeding with Your Doctorate offers complete,
up-to-date guidance and discussion on all aspects of
successful doctoral work. The five experienced authors give
advice on every stage in the process of completing a
doctorate, from helping you to engage in critical reflection to
better understand your own research biases, to useful
guidelines on preparing for, and surviving, the viva.
Combining general discussion with practical advice, this book
is an essential companion to your research. Topics include:
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Reading critically Conceptualising your research Thinking
about methodologies and approaches Producing a thesis
Preparing for and taking the viva Disseminating your
research. ? SAGE Study Skills are essential study guides for
students of all levels. From how to write great essays and
succeeding at university, to writing your undergraduate
dissertation and doing postgraduate research, SAGE Study
Skills help you get the best from your time at university. Visit
the SAGE Study Skills website for tips, quizzes and videos on
study success!
Methodology is the ?eld which is indisputably complex. In the
academic world, it is often said to be important, yet in
everyday academic practice, it is not always treated
accordingly. In teaching, methodology is often a mandatory
course. Usually, it consists of learning how to adopt several
common approaches when doing research, and how to
conceive a research design (often leading to a survey). This
usually leads to collecting data on a modest scale and – when
the opportunity arises – analysing the data with the help of
some statistics. Ask the students of their opinion at the end of
such a course and they tend to heave a deep sigh of relief
and say, “I have got through it. ” Then their real courses start
again, in which methodology often does not play a role at all.
We are of the opinion that writing-off methodology in this way
is a real pity. It ignores the valuable role that methodology
should play in academic teaching as a whole. Here,
methodology is presented as a form of thinking and acting
that, while obviously entailing research work, can also include
the design and change of organisations. This broad approach
has been purposefully chosen, as it is almost obvious from
research and graduation projects that the students do not
really have a clue what methodology involves and, therefore,
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research as a tool for problem-solving in the wide range of the
social sciences. It is built on the foundation of philosophical
pragmatism, postulating that the value of knowledge and
research methodologies lie in their usefulness in engaging
with the real world. The book synthesizes both positivist and
non-positivist methodologies. It is meant for students who are
undertaking their first research course or project. The
techniques, while basic in nature, are used in many masters
and doctoral research studies. The book uses engaging
language, real-life examples from various subject areas and
follows an inductive approach. With the help of this book,
from an experiential base, students should be able to build a
more advanced conceptual and theoretical understanding of
research through further reading and practice. This book
discusses a policy-applied-pure-action model of research
covering both quantitative and qualitative methods for case
study, survey and experimental designs. It pays considerable
attention to measurement principles and to data analysis
techniques that make practical use of Microsoft Excel for
analysis of both words and numbers. It includes a building
block approach to writing, as well as the author’s thoughts on
application of research in the real world.
"This is a great text. It is comprehensive and easy to
understand. The illustrations will enable students to learn and
remember the information. This is the first research methods
text I have read that is actually fun to read." —Tina L.
Freiburger, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Research
Methods in Criminal Justice and Criminology connects key
concepts to real field research and practices using
contemporary examples and recurring case studies that
demonstrate how concepts relate to students’ lives. Authors
Callie M. Rennison and Timothy C. Hart introduce practical
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or influences criminal justice practices. The book’s studentdriven approach addresses both the why and the how as it
covers the research process and focuses on the practical
application of data collection and analysis. By demonstrating
the variety of ways research can be used and reinforcing the
need to discern quality research, the book prepares students
to become critical consumers and ethical producers of
research. Free Poster: How to conduct a literature review
Give your students the SAGE edge! SAGE edge offers a
robust online environment featuring an impressive array of
free tools and resources for review, study, and further
exploration, keeping both instructors and students on the
cutting edge of teaching and learning. Learn more at
edge.sagepub.com/rennisonrm. Available with Perusall—an
eBook that makes it easier to prepare for class! Perusall is an
award-winning eBook platform featuring social annotation
tools that allow students and instructors to collaboratively
mark up and discuss their SAGE textbook. Backed by
research and supported by technological innovations
developed at Harvard University, this process of learning
through collaborative annotation keeps your students
engaged and makes teaching easier and more effective.
Learn more.
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